TALK OF THE TOWN
September 2021

Help Guide the Future of Mobility in Parker!

Bike and Pedestrian Plan
Bicycling and walking are not only
great recreational pastimes, they are
also important means of travel for
many people. The Town of Parker is
working to create a new master plan
that will help promote safe travel by
bike and foot in our community.

The Bike and Pedestrian Master
Plan will serve as the Town’s policy
document and "road map" to support
safe, comfortable and connected bike
and pedestrian infrastructure. It will
be developed as a supplement to the
Town of Parker's Transportation
Master Plan and will incorporate
the Town’s current Bike Lane Plan
and include recommendations that
help create a cohesive bicycle and
pedestrian network for all users.
This project kicked off last winter with
research, data collection and analysis.
Adoption of the plan is anticipated to
occur in late 2021.

Plan Purpose
The Bike and Pedestrian Master Plan
is expected to:
• Align Town regulations with the
community’s vision and goals for an
active transportation plan
• Identify gaps in infrastructure to
effectively allocate resources

• Provide guidance for future
development of bike and
pedestrian infrastructure

• Advance interconnectivity of the
bike and pedestrian transportation
network
• Improve mobility choices and
opportunities for walking and
biking
• Enhance the overall quality of life
for Parker residents

How to Participate
The Town of Parker invites you
to help inform and shape this
planning process through the Bike
and Pedestrian Master Plan project
webpage on the Let's Talk Parker
online community engagement
website at www.ParkerOnline.org/
BikeandPedPlan. Visit this project
page to learn more about the plan
and process, alert us to areas of
concern for pedestrians and cyclists
via an interactive map tool, provide
survey feedback and leave additional
comments.
For More Information
If you have additional questions
or comments, please contact the
Town's Community Development
Department at 303.841.2332.
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DID YOU KNOW?

During the month of September,
join Parker Parks and Recreation's
Virtual Distance Challenge with
the goal of running 100 miles. Any
on-foot activity (inside or outside)
will count towards the 100 miles,
and you can substitute biking for
running. Three bike miles count as
one on-foot mile. Along the way, as
you reach the 33-mile, 66-mile and
100-mile marks, you’ll earn prizes.
For more information, visit
www.ParkerRec.com/Fitness.

From the Mayor and Town Council

Teen Court to Hold 9/11 Memorial Ceremony

Jeff Toborg
Mayor

Anne Barrington
Councilmember

John Diak
Councilmember

Laura Hefta
Councilmember

Todd Hendreks
Councilmember

Joshua Rivero
Councilmember

where the Twin Towers once stood and
where the 9/11 Memorial now stands.

The community is invited to join the
Parker Teen Court and elected officials
for the Flag of Honor Across America
Memorial Ceremony on Saturday,
Sept. 11 at Parker Town Hall, 20120 E.
Mainstreet. The ceremony will begin at
10:03:11 a.m., which is the time Flight
93 was crashed by its hijackers 80 miles
southeast of Pittsburgh, Pa., and will
serve to remember and honor the 2,983
men, women and children who lost
their lives in the 9/11 terrorist attacks.
Following opening comments by Parker
Mayor Jeff Toborg, members of the
Parker Teen Court will read the names
and biographies of 50 of the people
who perished in the attacks. After these
individuals are recognized, attendees
will be invited to the flagpole in front

Cheryl Poage
Councilmember

Teen Court is honored to be one of
only 100 entities across the country
selected to host the 9/11 Flag of Honor
Across America Memorial Ceremony.

of Town Hall to observe a moment of
silence and raise both the United States
Flag and the 9/11 Flag of Honor,
which features the names of all of those
who perished. The 9/11 Flag of Honor
visited the 9/11 Memorial on June 29,
2021 and was on the Sacred Ground

Remembering Former Mayor Gary Lasater
The Town of Parker’s elected officials
and staff were saddened to learn
of the recent passing of former
longtime Parker Mayor and Town
Councilmember Gary Lasater. Lasater
served as Parker’s Mayor from 1996 to
2004 and as a Councilmember from
2004 to 2012.
During Lasater’s tenure, a number of
significant parks, open space, road and
facility projects were accomplished

and helped to
make Parker
the wonderful
place it is
today. He was
very active in
preserving our
community's
history, including the establishment
of Parker’s Preservation Park and
retention of other important historical
resources.

2

Lasater also represented the Town
on multiple committees and task
forces around the Denver metro
area and advocated for the needs of
our residents. His contributions to
the Town of Parker will always be
remembered and appreciated.
Lasater is survived by his wife, Jan,
and their sons, AyJay and Coby, as
well as two daughters from a previous
marriage, Dawn and Dia.

CELEBRATE AUTUMN WITH THESE
FUN PARKER FALL EVENTS!
As a new season begins, the Town of
Parker invites the community to take
part in a pair of special activities, the
return of our annual Bike to Work Day
Breakfast Station on Wednesday, Sept.
22 and our inaugural Parker Fall Fest
Sept. 25 through Oct. 2!

Thank You to Our
Fall Events Sponsors!
Our September events would not
be possible without our sponsors:
Bagel Stop Café, Elevation Cycles,
Goddard School of Parker, Kaiser
Permanente, Lightsail Video,
Natural Grocers, Springhill Suites
by Marriott, Vitalant and last, but
certainly not least, our 2021 Events
Partner Xfinity. We also thank
our local Hometown Sponsors:
Montane, Novus Glass, Parker
Animal Clinic, Pride Auto Care,
South Denver Digs Realty and the
Veterinary Center of Parker.

Bike to Work Day Breakfast Station
Presented by Kaiser Permanente
The Town of Parker and Kaiser
Permanente invite you to ditch your
car and grab your bike on Wednesday,
Sept. 22. Join the Way to Go team, a
program of Denver Regional Council
of Governments (DRCOG), and
25,000 commuters to participate in
Bike to Work Day, which promotes
awareness of the benefits of biking!
Cyclists can stop by the Town of
Parker Breakfast Station, located on
the Cherry Creek Trail near the E-470
overpass, just north of the USMC CPL
David M. Sonka Dog Park, from 6 to
9 a.m.
The first 200 riders will receive a
customized Parker Bike to Work Day
shirt courtesy of the Town, Kaiser
Permanente and The Goddard School
of Parker. Come early, as these shirts
are very popular and go fast!

In addition to shirts, riders can fuel up
with grab-and-go nutrition bars and
fresh bananas compliments of Natural
Grocers, and bagels, cream cheese and
coffee courtesy of Bagel Stop Café.
Elevation Cycles bike technicians
will also be on hand for maintenance
checks, while sponsors like Parker Arts
and Lightsail Video will be on site
handing out giveaway items, as well.
For more information on the Town of
Parker’s Breakfast Station, visit
www.ParkerOnline.org/
BiketoWorkDay. Riders are also
encouraged to visit
www.BiketoWorkDay.Co for more
information on the greater Denver
Regional Bike to Work Day
festivities.
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PARKER FALL FEST
Presented by Xfinity

Join us for Parker Fall Fest
Presented by Xfinity, a new funfilled week of activities in and
around Parker, Sept. 25 to Oct. 2!
A seasonal décor selfie/photo
station will be set up throughout
the celebration at O’Brien Park
near the corner of Victorian Drive
and Mainstreet. Downtown visitors
will also be able to search for Sam
the Xfinity Scarecrow. Just like
his friends Buddy the Elf and
Lucky the Leprechaun, Sam will
be strolling (and hiding) around
Mainstreet from noon to 4 p.m. on
Saturdays, Sept. 25 and Oct. 2.
While you are in Parker, join in the
"Prowl for Pumpkins" scavenger
hunt presented by the Town,
Vitalant and Xfinity. Sam will hide
20 pumpkin signs near trails, parks,
Town facilities, sponsor businesses
and in the downtown area. Check
the Town’s Facebook page
(@TownOfParkerCO) or visit
www.ParkerOnline.org/Events for
clues to find these gourds. If you
spot Sam or any of the pumpkins
hidden around Town, take a photo
and email it to Special Events
Coordinator Brooke Spain at
bspain@parkeronline.org or share
the photo on the Town’s Facebook
page by Oct. 3 to be entered into a
prize drawing! There will even be
a few "Golden Pumpkins" worth
bonus drawing entries.
Community members are eligible
to enter multiple times as long as
they spot Sam on different days
and hunt for multiple pumpkins.
For more information, visit
www.ParkerOnline.org/Events or
call 303.805.3253.

PARKER ARTS SHOWS, EVENTS,
PROGRAMS AND ACTIVITIES
For
For information
information about
about these
these programs
programs or
or for
for registration/tickets,
registration/tickets,visit
visit www.ParkerArts.org
www.ParkerArts.org or
or call
call 303.805.6800.
303.805.6800.

Fall Classes

Explore these and other exciting
new youth and adult classes
offered this fall! Visit
www.ParkerArts.org/Education
for details and to register.

• Visual Art Exploration

Ages: 7-12
Wednesdays, Sept. 22 – Nov. 17

• Group Ukulele

Ages: 7-12
Thursdays, Sept. 23 – Nov. 18

• Group Ukulele

Ages: 18+
Thursdays, Sept. 23 – Nov. 18

• Kid Flix: Movie Musicals

Ages: 6-13
Tuesdays, Sept. 28 – Dec. 14

• Winter Greeting Cards

Ages: 18+
Wednesdays, Oct. 13 – Nov. 17

Art Gallery
Through the Eyes of Artists:
Understanding Mental Health
Through Artistic Expression
• Sept. 2 to Nov. 14 | PACE Center

CHECK OUT THESE UPCOMING PERFORMANCES!
John Driskell Hopkins Band
• Sept. 16 | PACE Center

Founding member, vocalist, multiinstrumentalist and songwriter
of the GRAMMY® Award –
winning Zac Brown Band, John
Driskell Hopkins returns to his
rock roots with his original sixpiece band. Purchase your tickets today at www.ParkerArts.org/Shows!

Friday Night Jazz: Kind of Blue,
The Miles Davis Legacy
• Sept. 10 | The Schoolhouse

The Comedy Zone: Zac Maas
and Mike Harrison
• Sept. 11 | The Schoolhouse

Black Iris Cirque
• Sept. 11 and 12 | PACE Center

Greg Proops
• Sept. 17 | PACE Center

Family Discovery Series:
Hunk-Ta-Bunk-Ta Music with
Katherine Dines

This art exhibit is in coordination
• Sept. 25 | The Schoolhouse
with the free Parker Arts Lecture
Series topic Bringing Light and Love to
Mat and Savanna Shaw
Mental Health. The lecture will be held
• Sept. 25 | PACE Center
Wednesday, Oct. 6 at 6:30 p.m. at the
PACE Center and will feature a panel
discussion about personal experiences and
insights on how art can bring about healing and
awareness.
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Coming in October
PACE Center 10th Anniversary
We’re celebrating 10 years of the PACE
Center this October! There will be a
series of special community events and
performances, including a Big Bad
Voodoo Daddy happy hour pre-show
event on Oct. 16, followed later in the
week by public art tours and unveilings,
trivia night and sing-along events, an
open house and more! See the full event
line-up at www.ParkerArts.org/Shows.
PSO Free Concert:
Remembrance & Hope
• Oct. 15 | PACE Center

A free community event, the Parker
Symphony Orchestra's first concert
of the season will begin with music of
remembrance for those lost in the past
eighteen months followed by uplifting
music that will renew our hopes for the
future. Purchase you tickets today at
www.ParkerArts.org/Shows!

PARKER PARKS AND RECREATION
PROGRAMS, EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES
For information about these programs or to register, visit www.ParkerRec.com or call 303.841.4500.

Tai Chi
Through Tai Chi, we enjoy moving
meditation with various poses. We will
focus on relaxing your body and mind
while working to improve balance and
increase energy. Classes will meet at the
Parker Recreation Center from 1 to 2
p.m. on Fridays, Oct. 8 through 29, or
Saturdays, Oct. 9 through 30. For more
information, visit www.ParkerRec.com/
Fitness or call 303.805.3278.

Speed, Agility, Quickness for Teens
This program designed for teens will
help teach how to start correctly,
maintain arm position with leg drive,
how to position the lower body to
produce power and how to keep trunk
control position during sprinting. The
seven-week class will be conducted each
Tuesday and Thursday, Sept. 7 through
Oct. 21, at the Parker Fieldhouse from
5:25 to 6:25 p.m. For more information,
visit www.ParkerRec.com/Fitness or call
303.805.3278.

Youth Indoor Lacrosse Camp
The indoor lacrosse camp teaches skills
and tactics under the instruction of
Patrick Chapla, director of POWLAX,
and his staff. Two clinics for different
age groups will be held at the Parker
Fieldhouse. Ages 7 to 11 will meet
Mondays, Sept. 13 through Oct. 18,
from 5 to 6:15 p.m. Ages 12 to 16 will
meet Wednesdays, Sept. 15 through
Oct. 20, from 5 to 6:15 p.m. Visit
www.ParkerRec.com/YouthSports for
more information or call 303.805.6311.

Say 'So Long to Summer' with this popular 5K/10K
Event registration closes Sept. 17 at
5 p.m. Event-day registration will
be available for an additional fee.
Find more information and register
online at www.ParkerRec.com/
Summer5K10K.

Enjoy the end of a Colorado summer
with Parker Parks and Recreation’s So
Long to Summer 5K/10K with RNK
Running & Walking on Saturday,
Sept. 18 at Salisbury Park.
Part of the Parks and Recreation
Run Series, the So Long to Summer
5K/10K is professionally timed.
Registered participants will receive a
race shirt, custom bib and a delicious
post-race pancake breakfast. The free
Kids’ Dash for children 8 and under
will follow the run; no registration
necessary.

Parker Parks and Recreation would
like to thank our So Long to Summer
5K/10K Title Sponsor, RNK Running
& Walking, and Finish Line Sponsors,
Arapahoe Community College, Kids
Tooth Doc, Macaroni Kid Douglas
County and Parker Academy of
Martial Arts.
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PARKER POLICE DEPARTMENT
Keeping Our Community Safe

TRAFFIC SAFETY IN SCHOOL ZONES
Parker kids have been back in school for
a few weeks now, and you’ve probably
seen the flashing yellow lights alerting
drivers to slow down. Please keep a few
things in mind as you drive through
school zones.
1. Slow Down - It's simple, yet so
important. Slowing down to the 20
mph speed limit will give drivers
more time to react if a young child
unexpectedly darts into the road.
2. Come to a Complete Stop Another easy, yet critical, thing
to do. Young, smaller children in
school zones can be difficult to see
around cars and other obstacles. By
coming to a complete stop, it will
allow you to make sure it is safe to
go.
3. Timing is Everything - Plan extra
time when traveling during dropoff or pick-up. There is going to
be a traffic delay every morning
and afternoon on a school day; it's
inevitable. Plan and give yourself
extra time so you can focus on
safety, not the stress of running late.

4. Avoid Traffic - If
possible, leave early,
late or take an alternate
route. We know it gets
busy around schools,
so avoid them when
possible. Avoiding
the area will help you
and help school traffic
congestion.
5. Be Alert - This rule
applies everywhere, but
we have to repeat it.
Don't. Drive. Distracted.
Young children are
incredibly unpredictable and can
dart into the road, for no reason, in
a moment. Focus on driving and
keeping everyone safe. It's what
you want drivers to do around your
children. Do the same for theirs.
6. Watch for School Buses - When
their arm is out, you must stop and
wait. Children may be crossing the
street and excited to get home. Wait
a few seconds for the school bus
arm to retract. This is an easy one if
you are paying attention. See #5.

Police department Survey
The partnership the Parker Police Department has with
Parker residents is critical to our continued success. We are
asking for your feedback on what we’re doing well and what
we can improve in a short survey that takes less than five
minutes to complete.
To take this survey, visit www.ParkerPolice.org/2021Survey.
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7. Talk to Your Kids - Parents, please
talk to your children about being
safe. It's not just about having
the right-of-way; it's about being
safe. You need to have these
conversations frequently to reinforce
how important it is to be safe.
Let's all work together to keep Parker
kids safe.

PARKER ROAD MULTI-USE TRAIL PROJECT We want your
A new multi-use, 10-foot sidewalk/
trail project stretching from Twenty
Mile Road to Hess Road on the west
side of Parker Road is underway. Since
a large portion of Parker Road within
our community does not have adjacent
sidewalk/trail, the Town is beginning
a multi-year endeavor to assist with
mobility along this important roadway.
Work will include a new concrete
sidewalk/trail that includes a spur
trail to the Cherry Creek Regional
Trail at McCabe Meadows. On the
project’s southern end, the existing
wood sound barrier wall and guardrail
will be removed and replaced with a
new guardrail adjacent to the roadway

edge that protects trail users, as well
as a replacement sound barrier wall
bordering the trail to the west.

Through the Denver Regional Council
of Governments, the Town will receive
50% of construction costs from the
State of Colorado up to $1,000,000.
A local Parker contractor, Rumler
Civil Construction, Inc., was awarded
the project, which includes a late fall
completion date.
For more information on this and
other Town capital improvement
projects, visit www.ParkerOnline.org/
CIPUpdate or call 303.840.9546.

FLIP YOUR Business's exterior look
We all know a new paint job and some
landscaping can drastically improve the
appearance of your home. How about
the business down the block from you?
P3, Parker's Urban Renewal Authority
(URA), is helping local businesses
within the URAs to flip their building
facades. The Facade and Landscape
Improvement Program's (FLIP)
goal is to encourage investment and
revitalization of commercial buildings
located in Parker's three URAs.

If you have a business in one of Parker's
three URAs, you may apply during the
next grant cycle in January. Find out
if your business is located in a URA
through the interactive map at
www.P3Parker.com.

Parker photos!
The Town of Parker invites you to
enter your best Parker photographs
in our 2022 Calendar Photo
Contest!
We are looking for striking images
that depict life in Parker—natural
landscapes, wildlife, events,
facilities, businesses, architecture,
weather or even people living life in
our Town. Winning photos will be
included in our 2022 Calendar and
2021 Annual Report that will be
published in December.
If you have questions, contact
Andy Anderson at 303.805.3257 or
aanderson@parkeronline.org.

Contest Rules/Guidelines
• Participants may enter up to five
photos taken within the 80134
or 80138 zip codes.
• Horizontal digital images with
a 4:3 aspect ratio at 300 dpi
resolution will be given highest
consideration for selection. The
largest, full-page photos in our
calendar will be 12.5" x 9.5".
• Photos with date stamps,
watermarks or caption text will
not be considered.
• Submissions must be made by
individuals at least 18 years of
age. Youth who would like to
participate should have a parent
or guardian submit entries on
their behalf.

How Does it Work?
Using tax increment funding (TIF), P3
matches dollar-for-dollar up to $6,250.
A business owner simply applies for the
grant at www.P3Parker.com/FLIP.

• You do not need to reside in
Town limits to participate.

"The P3 program was a great boost
to our project," said local business
owner Dr. Carrie Wolf. "Because of P3,
we were able to afford a project that
was both aesthetically pleasing and
functional."

• Entries will be accepted through
Oct. 31, 2021.
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• Submit entries online at
www.ParkerOnline.org/
CalendarContest.
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PARKER COMMUNITY CALENDAR
Town Council Meetings
• Sept. 7 and 20; 7 p.m.
Planning Commission Meetings
• Sept. 9 and 23; 7 p.m.
Special Licensing Authority Meeting
• Sept. 16; 6:30 p.m.

For more information on how to view these
meetings and participate and/or provide public
comment, go to www.ParkerOnline.org/
Agendas or call 303.841.0353.
Live video of Town Council and Planning
Commission public meetings is also available
on the Town's Facebook page
(@TownofParkerCO).
Pathways to Nature Day Trip
• Sept. 8; 8:30 a.m. to 2 p.m.
• Garden of the Gods
Visit www.ParkerRec.com/Fitness or call
303.805.3278 for more information.

9/11 Flag of Honor Memorial
• Sept. 11; 10 a.m.
• Parker Town Hall
Call 303.841.0353 for more information.

Bike to Work Day Breakfast Station
• Sept. 22; 8 a.m. to 1 p.m.
• Cherry Creek Trail at E-470
Call 303.841.0353 for more information.

Community Open Air Market
• Sept. 11; 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
• Parker Senior Center
Visit www.ParkerSeniorCenter.org or call
303.805.6300 for more information.

Babysitting Preparedness Class
• Sept. 25; 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
• Parker Fieldhouse
Visit www.ParkerRec.com/Enrichment or call
303.805.3281 for more information.

Parker Oktoberfest
• Sept. 17 to 19; Times Vary
• O'Brien Park
Visit www.ParkerOktoberfest.com or call
720.722.2150 for more information.

Parker Fall Fest
• Sept. 25 through Oct. 2
• Various Parker Locations
Visit www.ParkerOnline.org/FallFest for
more information.

Skate and Climb Night
• Sept. 18; 5:30 a.m. to 9 p.m.
• Parker Fieldhouse
Visit www.ParkerRec.com/SkateNight or call
303.841.5370 for more information.

Town FACILITY Closures
Sept. 6 - Labor Day
Town Hall, PACE Center and Fieldhouse
closed all day. H2O’Brien Pool closes at 6 p.m.

