TOWN OF PARKER

ACTIVITY BOOK
A Kids’ Guide to Municipal Government in Parker, CO

ABOUT PARKER
Where is Parker?
Parker, Colorado is located in Douglas County
on the southeastern edge of the Denver
metropolitan area. On the map to the right, you
can see Parker pictured as a star just below the
Denver Tech Center and E-470 highway.

+Can you name some of the

other cities and towns that have
at least part of their border in
Douglas County? Find the answer
on the back cover!

Parker History
Our community can trace its colorful
recent history to the establishment of the
Pine Grove Post Office by Alfred Butters
around 1862. Before that time, the area
was used for hunting by Indians, including
the ancient (prehistoric) Indians, the
Plains-Woodland Indians and later (circa
1800s) mostly Arapahoe, Cheyenne, and
Ute tribes.

2

While people have lived in our community
since that time, it wasn’t until 1981 that
Parker became an actual town. The
original Town was only 1 square mile,
much smaller than what you see today!
Did you know that the railroad used to run
through Parker? Pictured below is the old
Parker Trail Depot that used to serve as
a stop in Town before shutting down in
1936.

How Big is Parker?
As of Jan. 1, 2022, the Town of Parker
sits on about 22.4 square miles of land
and has more than 62,442 residents.
Our community continues to grow.
Since officially becoming a Town in 1981,
Parker’s population has grown more 218
times the size of the original community!

+Mark an X on the map

where you live.

+Place an S on the Map for

+How many people lived in

Parker in 1981? The answer is
on the back cover!
A: 54

B: 285

D: 12,861

C: 1,800
E: 43,146

Town Boundary
Parker’s boundary marks the very edge of
Town and is what separates us from our
neighboring communities. Pictured below
as the dark blue line is Parker’s current
Town boundary.

the location of your school.
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The Town of Parker is an example of local
government, but it’s not the only one. Another
example is the county that we live in. Parker is
located in Douglas County, and many decisions
that make a big impact on your life also happen
at the county level.

FEDERAL
United States

44SIZE44

Do you know the difference between local,
state and federal levels of government? Just
think big to small! The country in which we live,
the United States of America, has more people
than our state, Colorado, which in turn is made
up of more people than our own community,
the Town of Parker. Since local government is
focused on a smaller number of people, it has a
greater impact on your day-to-day life than our
state and federal government.

STATE
Colorado

LOCAL
Parker

44IMPACT ON YOU44

LOCAL GOVERNMENT
Levels of Government

Parker’s Form of Government
The Town of Parker uses a Council-Administrator
form of government.
• Parker residents elect a Mayor and six
Councilmembers to make decisions about how
the Town is run on their behalf. The Mayor
and Councilmembers are elected to four-year
terms and can re-run for office three times.
You can think of a Mayor like a President or
Governor, and Councilmember like Senators or
Congressmen.

Jeff Toborg
Mayor

Anne Barrington
Councilmember

Todd Hendreks
Councilmember
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John Diak
Councilmember

Cheryl Poage
Councilmember

Laura Hefta
Councilmember

Joshua Rivero
Councilmember

• Since these positions are not full-time jobs,
our Mayor and Councilmembers hire a Town
Administrator to manage the daily activities of
the Town and carry out their vision on how they
want the Town to operate.
• There is a lot that goes into running the Town
of Parker, and our Town Administrator can not
do it all by herself. A team of directors serve
and report to the Town Administrator while
managing departments such as Parks and
Recreation or the Police Department and the
staff who work in those areas.

You Can Participate in Government!
Public Meetings

You don’t have to be a Mayor,
Councilmember or Town employee to
make an impact in your community,
whether you live in Parker or somewhere
else. Here are a few other ways that you
can get involved in your community!

There are many public meetings held in
Parker, including ones where issues are
brought in front of the Town Council.
It’s impossible for the people who make
decisions on behalf of the Town to be
experts in every field, so it’s important
to get opinions and feedback from our
residents.

Voting
An important part of government in
the United States is the right of every
person over the age of 18 to vote. Voting
is not only a right, but a privilege and a
responsibility.

Staying Informed
Keep up-to-date on what’s going on with
your local government by reading things
like the Town’s monthly newsletter, Talk
of the Town, or by visiting our website,
www.ParkerOnline.org. Did you know
that the Town also has its own Facebook
and Instagram accounts? Make sure to
ask your parents to follow them to keep
informed!

Volunteering
Each year, there are volunteer positions
available in citizen groups run by our
Town that let our residents help make
decisions in areas that better our
community.

+Starting to understand more about local government?

Now’s a good time for an activity! Try this word search!
Find: ADMINISTRATOR, CITIZENS, COMMUNITY, COUNCIL, ELECTION,
GOVERNMENT, LOCAL, MAYOR, PARTICIPATE, TOWN, VOLUNTEER, VOTE
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TOWN BUDGET
How Does the Town Spend its Money?
The Town of Parker provides a lot of
different services for our residents and
visitors. It costs a lot of money to run an
entire community as big as ours!

In 2022, the Town expects to spend more
than $184 million providing services for
our community. That’s about $2,942 for
every man, woman and child in Parker!

+Each penny below counts as one penny for every

dollar in the Town’s budget. Count up each of the
pennies to see how many cents of each dollar
the Town spends on some very important services!

STREETS AND
INFRASTRUCTURE
GENERAL
GOVERNMENT
POLICE
PARKS AND
RECREATION
ARTS & CULTURE
OTHER SERVICES
While the five things listed above are
some of the most important services that
we provide, they don’t take up all of our
budget.
How many cents on the dollar are left for
other services provided by the Town?
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To help residents see where all of the
Town’s money is spent, we have a
special website: www.ParkerOnline.org/
OpenBudget.

TOWN ADMINISTRATION
Managing the Town of Parker
While elected officials make
the big decisions that affect
Parker and set direction for our
community, they don’t have the
time it takes to manage the dayto-day activities of the Town.
The position of managing the
Town’s operations is a full-time
job, and one that requires great

leadership and management
skills. In Parker, those duties
are entrusted to the Town
Administrator. Our Town
Administrator’s main job is to
apply the policies set by Town
Council. The position also
oversees all of the departments
and employees working for the
Town of Parker.

Michelle Kivela
Town
Administrator

+Since our Town Administrator is in charge of all services

offered by the Town, she needs to know everything
about what a local government does. Unscramble the
words below to see what services are offered by what
Town departments! Find the answers on the back cover!

1. LCIBUP WSKRO

2. CEPILO

This department is in charge of the
upkeep of our streets, like snow plowing
and fixing potholes. Hint: See page 11!

This department helps keep your Town
safe and free of crime. Hint: See page 8!

3. RPAKS NDA
NAECRIOTRE

4. MYNTOUMCI
VETMDONEELP

Thanks to this department, we have
beautiful parks and great trails all over
Parker! Hint: See page 12!

The planning for the future growth of our
Town and inspections of new buildings is
the role of this department.
Hint: See page 10!

5. WOTN RCLKE

6. CLARUTUL

This person is the keeper of all of the
Town’s important documents and also
helps run our elections.
Hint: See page 9!

This department helps our residents
and visitors have access to arts, culture,
history, and science programs and
educational opportunities!
Hint: See page 13!
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POLICE DEPARTMENT
Keeping Our Community Safe
One of the most important things that
a Town can do for its residents is to
protect them from crime and keep its
neighborhoods safe. Here in Parker,
we are fortunate to have a great Police
Department that makes our community
one of the safest in the whole country.

Sometimes, people will be
given tickets for disobeying
laws, such as speeding in
their car or not stopping
at a red light. When this
happens, the person must
go the Parker Municipal
Court and may be asked
to pay a fine. This helps
keep people from breaking laws that were
made to keep our community safe.

More than 80 officers help patrol our
streets 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.
Our police force is led by Interim Chief of
Police Jim Tsurapas. He has worked for
the Town of Parker for over 25 years!

+The Parker Police have many human officers, but did you

know there are also animal officers that work for our Town? In
addition to two horses that work for the Mounted Patrol (Tug
and Priscilla!), this animal shown below also helps our Police
out. Connect the dots to find out what kind of animal it is!
•12
•15

•10

•11

•8

•7

•90

•86•85

•6

•16

•5

•17
•18
•19

•91

•84
•83

•4

•20
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•23

•2

•1
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•82
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•93

•30

•24
•25
•27
•26

•88 •87

•89

•9

•14 •13

•80
•79

•28

•29

•31
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•77

•33

•76

•55
•34
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•54

•38

•36

•39
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•59

•41
•46

•52
•51

•47
•48

•64

•75
•66

•49

•50

•60

•58

•61

•74
•67

•53

•45

•40

•56
•57

•44
•35
•37

•65

•63
•68
•62

•73

•69
•70

•71

•72

TOWN CLERK
Need Information? Contact the Clerk!
The Town Clerk’s Office has the very
important job of being the keeper of
official records and important documents
for our community. All records kept by
the Town Clerk are available to the public
if they make an official request. Record
keeping is just one of many of the Town
Clerk’s duties.
Town Clerk also oversees the elections
for Parker, including the positions of

Mayor and Town Council,
as well as any other item
that needs to be voted on
by the people. When you
turn 18, the Town Clerk
can help you become
a registered voter, and
they also make sure our
elected officials take an
oath before they take office

+The Town Clerk is running late for our next Town Council

Meeting! If they are too late, we won’t have a record of the
important decisions made during the meeting. Please help the
Clerk get through the maze to arrive at Town Hall in time!
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COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
Planning and Growing a Town
Parker has grown a lot over the years,
from a Town with only 285 people when
founded in 1981 to almost 62,500 residents
today. That means a lot of building has
happened in a pretty short time, including
businesses, schools, churches and even
entire neighborhoods!
The Town’s Community Development
Department is in charge of managing
this growth, planning for the future and
making sure that everything being built
in Parker is being done in a safe and
responsible way. For instance, did you
know that if you own a piece of land in our
Town, you can’t just build anything you

want? We have
laws to make
sure that stores,
homes and
other structures
won’t be out of
place. Homes
must be put in
neighborhoods
and stores must go in shopping districts.
Also under the watch of this department
is the inspection of buildings. Every
new structure built in our Town must be
checked to make sure that it is safe and of
high quality.

+Draw what
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Mainstreet

Parker Road

you think Parker
should look like.
Remember to
include things like
neighborhoods,
streets, schools,
parks, sidewalks,
stores and
anything else you
would want in
your community.
Would you want
to live next to a
noisy stadium or
shopping mall?
These are
important issues to
think about! Don’t
forget to draw your
own home!

ENGINEERING AND PUBLIC WORKS
Infrastructure Upkeep is Very Important!
Just like having to do chores around your
house, there are a lot of things that need
to be done in the Town of Parker to keep
everything running in tip-top shape!
Parker’s streets, bridges, gutters, traffic
lights, public buildings, parks, trails,
Police cars... these are just a few of
the many things that are built and/
or maintained by our Engineering and
Public Works Department. The things in
the Town that we all share and use every

day are considered
infrastructure
and are built and
maintained with
the taxes we all
pay. Keeping our
infrastructure in
good shape is important in helping to
prevent flooding, bad roads or traffic
jams in our community and is one of the
top reasons why Parker is such a great
place to live.

+There are a lot of things that are built, maintained or

purchased by the Town’s Engineering and Public Works
Department. Pictured below are some of the items and
activities that our taxes help support here in Parker!

Snow Plowing

Road Construction

Town Vehicle Maintenan

ce

Storm Sewers

Cleaning Storm Ponds

Street and Traffic Lights
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PARKS AND RECREATION
You Can Get Active in Parker!
Here in Parker, we are
lucky to have residents
who love the outdoors
and enjoy being active.
When it comes to activities
and sports, our Parks and
Recreation Department
offers something for
everyone.

Parks
Have you visited and played in one of our
public parks? Parks that we run include:
O’Brien Park, Salisbury Park, Discovery
Park and Ice Trail, Railbender Skate and
Tennis Park and more!

Trails
The Town has a large number of safe and
enjoyable trails throughout Parker for
bicycle riders, walkers and joggers.

+Everyone

loves a good
park! Draw your
dream park
below. Make
sure to include
things like
ballfields, trees,
benches, flowers,
playground
equipment
like slides and
swing sets, and
anything else
you’d like!
12

Recreation Facilities
Our most popular offerings
include our recreation facilities,
such as the Parker Recreation
Center, Parker Fieldhouse and
H2O’Brien Pool.

Programs and Sports Leagues
We offer lots of programs and sports
leagues to keep our residents healthy and
happy. If you’ve taken swimming lessons
or played soccer, attended Day Camp
or had a blast at a Princess Ball or Skate
Night, you’ve probably visited us!

Open Space
This is land owned by the Town that has
been set aside to keep natural and without
any buildings. Open space helps maintain
the natural beauty of Parker.

CULTURAL DEPARTMENT
Creating a Well-Rounded Community
You may have heard the word culture
before, but do you know what it actually
means? Think about what makes you,
your family and friends special. Do you
enjoy music, art or special foods?
The Town of Parker’s Cultural
Department was created to provide
access to the arts, culture, history and
science programs for our residents. These
are the things that make all of us unique
and also make Parker a great place to live
and work.

Maybe you’ve taken part
in one of our cultural
offerings. Ever been
to a concert or play at
the PACE Center? Have
you seen a sculpture in
downtown Parker? Taken
a dance, music or art class
somewhere in Town?
Chances are, our Cultural
Department helped make
that opportunity happen
for you!

+Thanks to the work of our Cultural Department, there are

pieces of public art throughout Parker. Do you know where to
find the artworks below? Find the answers on the back cover!
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1

4

7

3

5

6

8

9
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SPECIAL DISTRICTS
We’re Not Alone in Serving Our Residents
As you can see, it takes a lot of work and
people to run the Town of Parker. There
are so many services that our residents
need to have happy and successful lives
that we can’t do it alone!
Along with the Town, there are several
other organizations called Special

Districts that serve our community. These
districts are able to provide their services
through tax dollars paid by our residents
that do not go to fund Town services.
Listed below are some of the services that
you receive from other organizations that
the Town works with very closely.

+Match the Special Districts in the left column below with the

services that they provide to Town of Parker residents listed in
the right column. Answers are on the back cover!
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A. Parker Water and
Sanitation District

1. Provides fire emergency and
prevention services for many
communities in the south
Denver metro area.

B. Cottonwood Water
and Sanitation
District

2. Promotes, protects and
improves the lifelong health of
individuals in all of Douglas
County, which includes Parker.

C. Douglas County
School District

3. Serves and helps to educate
more than 64,000 students in
our county in preschool
through 12th grade.

D. South Metro
Fire Rescue

4. Provides water service for most
of our community. Owns and
operates Rueter-Hess Reservoir
located southwest of Parker.

E. Douglas County
Libraries

5. Elevates the communities in
Douglas County by inspiring a
love of reading, discovery and
connection.

F. Douglas County
Health Department

6. Provides water service for the
northern neighborhoods
in Parker and also parts of
unincorporated Douglas County.

CONCLUSION
Let’s See What You’ve Learned!
We hope you’ve enjoyed learning a little
bit more about your hometown and how
local government works.

Across

Try completing the crossword puzzle
below with the new knowledge you have,
and make sure to check your answers
with the key on the back cover!

Down

2

You can do this when you turn 18

1

Parker’s level of government

6

They keep our community safe

3

Land set aside to keep natural

10

Name of Parker’s cultural facility

4

The county Parker is located in

12

Manages the Town: Town ____________

5

Streets, bridges, gutters are part of this

13

Provide services, in addition to the Town

7

Used to have a stop in Parker until 1936

15

Established Pine Grove Post Office

8

The _________ of Parker (not a city!)

9

Department in charge of public art

11

What the Town provides to its residents

14

Keeper of official Town records

15

Answer Key - Activities
Page 2: Other Cities and Towns with part of their
border in Douglas County are Aurora (part), Castle
Pines, Castle Rock, Larkspur, Littleton (part), Lone Tree
and Sedalia.

Page 9:

Page 3: 285 people lived in Parker in 1981.
Page 5:
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Page 13: 1. “Dr. Heath” sculpture in downtown;
2. “Self-Made Man” sculpture in Living Wheel Park;
3. “Run to Twenty Mile” sculpture in Living Wheel Park;
4. “Ball and Jacks” in Discovery Park; 5. “Nucleus”
sculpture at PACE Center; 6. “Somewhere Down the
Lazy River” installation in the Parker Recreation Center;
7. “Freedom Through Safety” sculpture at Parker
Police Department; 8. “The Dance” sculpture at The
Schoolhouse; 9. “Maneater” bike rack in Discovery Park

Page 6: 27 cents, 18 cents, 15 cents, 10 cents, 3 cents

Page 14: A-4; B-6; C-3; D-1; E-5; F-2

Page 7: 1. Public Works; 2. Police; 3. Parks and
Recreation; 4. Community Development; 5. Town Clerk;
6. Cultural

Page 15: 1. local; 2. vote; 3. open space; 4. Douglas;
5. infrastructure; 6. Police; 7. railroad; 8. Town; 9.
Cultural; 10. PACE; 11. services; 12. Administrator;
13. special districts; 14. Clerk; 15. Alfred Butters

www.ParkerOnline.org

